
Gravel Grinding and 
Bikepacking in Texas

John Blum - Greater Houston Off Road Biking Association

Greater Houston Off Road Biking Association 
promotes healthy off road cycling by 
collaboratively working with all trail users and 
landowners to build and sustain a network of 
enjoyable and environmentally natural surface 
trails









Gravel Today





I love gravel because 
the chance of getting hit 
by a car is slim to none. 
You don’t have cars 
passing you constantly.

I love it because you really don't know what is 
around the next bend or over the next crest of a 
hill. I see things on these back roads that 90% of 
the population of that county have never seen, let 
alone the rest of the world. Every turn of the 
pedals kicks up the dust of the area's history and 
each road has its own story to tell. There's no 
good reason to stop pedaling if your body is up to 
it.

Always an adventure. I find 
myself smiling more. 
Slowing down and enjoying 
life even if I’m hauling ass.



Gravel is adventure, a challenge and fun. 
It's the spirit of exploring while being 
'community friendly'. Gravel grinding 
allows us to connect with little known 
parts of rural America and see it like only 
the locals can.

For me it's a sense of adventure. being in the middle of "nowhere". 
taking in the scenery. friendly locals (whether waving back to me in 
their cars as I pass by and talking with locals). checking out small 
towns and their history. complete happiness on the bike (so much 
more fun than road riding, so much more enjoyable). challenging. 
solo rides are great. group rides are pretty great too.

It's the only form of cycling known to me that constantly makes me 
aware of my bike and body interacting with the road I'm traveling. 
Asphalt can become sort of mindless. You hear gravel, you feel 
gravel, your body needs to adjust and respond to different terrain. 
Gravel roads usually take you to quiet places where you can hear 
yourself think. And on gravel roads I find myself thinking thoughts 
worth thinking.



Trends: Traffic in SHNF 



Which is safer and more enjoyable?

TX-75, 60 MPH, No Shoulder Forest Service Road 216



Bikepacking



Texas Businesses

Cantu Wheels, New Waverly, Texas

Wanderlust Gear, Spicewood, Texas

Also: Schott Cycles, Chumba Cycles, Gossamer 
Gear, Spinistry Events, and more



Cycling provided $137 million to Northwest Arkansas in 2017

● Bicycling in Northwest Arkansas provides $137 million in 
benefits to the economy annually

● Bike tourism is a significant economic driver with tourists 
spending $27 million at local businesses each year

● Investment in soft-surface mountain bike trails is a key 
driver of tourism with at least 55% of mountain bikers 
traveling to Northwest Arkansas from outside the region

● Bicycling in Northwest Arkansas generates $85 million 
annually in health related benefits

● Residents of Northwest Arkansas spend more than $20 
million on bicycling annually

● Houses within 0.25 miles the Razorback Greenway sell 
for an average of nearly $15,000 more than those two 
miles from the trail



Economic Impacts of Bicycle Tourism

Bicycle travelers stay longer and spend 40% more than 
the average motorized tourist. - Adventure Cycling 
Association

Active tourism is growing in popularity and bicycle 
recreation accounts for $97 billion in spending in the 
U.S. each year - Outdoor Industry Association. 

Example: The Great Allegheny Passage, a 150-mile 
off-road trail connecting Maryland and Pennsylvania, 
generates $80 – 100 million return on investment each 
year, and 95% of its million visits each year are by 
bicycle. Business owners attribute 25% of revenues to 
their proximity to the trail 

 
 



TXDOT Bicycle Tourism Study



Texas Long Distance Routes



Northeast Texas Trail
● 130 mile “rails to trails” path  across 7 counties
● Longest pathway in Texas
● Fifth longest trail in the United States when 

completed

● “You’re riding along and thinking, in 1878 there 
was a steam locomotive going down the same 
path you’re going down,” says Gary Tucek, a 
cyclist who lives near the trail, in Avery, a 
community in Red River County. “You get out 
there in either direction from town, and there’s 
hundred-foot-tall pine trees on either side, and 
total solitude.”

● “Another thirty miles down the trail, at the Pecan 
Gap Seed House, a farm-supply store in a red 
metal building, manager Louie Williams said his 
neighbors aren’t fans of the NETT. “I don’t guess 
it’s a bad thing,” he says, “but, boy, these people 
here, they just don’t want it.” 





1100 Mile Arkansas High Country Mountain Bike Route

● $100,000 grant from the Walton Family Foundation (WFF) to the Arkansas Parks and Recreation 
Foundation

● The grant money will help underwrite the Adventure Cycling Association’s “research and 
cartography work,” along with the development of maps and digital navigation products



Great Divide Mountain Bike Route
5 States, 20 National Forests

● Kootenai National Forest (MT)
● Flathead National Forest (MT)
● Lolo National Forest (MT)
● Helena National Forest (MT)
● Beaverhead-Deerlodge National 

Forest (MT)
● Caribou-Targhee National Forest 

(ID)
● Bridger-Teton National Forest 

(WY))
● Shoshone National Forest (WY))
● Medicine Bow-Routt National 

Forest (WY & CO))
● Arapaho and Roosevelt National 

Forests (CO)
● Pike and San Isabel National 

Forests (CO)
● Gunnison and Grand Mesa 

Uncompaghre National Forests 
(CO)

● Rio Grande National Forest (CO)
● Carson National Forest (NM)
● Santa Fe National Forest (NM)
● Cibola National Forest (NM)
● Gila National Forest (NM)

http://www.fs.usda.gov/kootenai
http://www.fs.usda.gov/flathead
http://www.fs.usda.gov/lolo
http://www.fs.usda.gov/helena/
http://www.fs.usda.gov/bdnf
http://www.fs.usda.gov/bdnf
http://www.fs.usda.gov/ctnf
http://www.fs.usda.gov/btnf
http://www.fs.usda.gov/shoshone
http://www.fs.usda.gov/mbr
http://www.fs.usda.gov/mbr
http://www.fs.usda.gov/arp
http://www.fs.usda.gov/arp
http://www.fs.usda.gov/psicc
http://www.fs.usda.gov/psicc
http://www.fs.usda.gov/gmug
http://www.fs.usda.gov/gmug
http://www.fs.usda.gov/riogrande
http://www.fs.usda.gov/carson
http://www.fs.usda.gov/santafe/
http://www.fs.usda.gov/cibola
http://www.fs.usda.gov/gila/


Analog: Idaho Hot Springs Mountain Bike Route
Adventure Cycling 
Association

● 518 mile gravel 
route

● 227 miles of single 
track

● Hot Springs
○ 40 

undeveloped
○ 11 developed 

hot springs
● 10 rivers
● Four National 

Forests



Unsafe



Larger Goal: Connect All Forests



Conclusions

#unlearnpavement


